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R 241445Z JUN 77 
FM AMCONSUL BREMEN 
TO AMEMBASSY BONN 
INFO US MISSION BERLIN 481 
AMCONSUL DUESSELDORF 
AMCONSUL FRANKFURT 
AMCONSUL HAMBURG 
AMCONSUL MUNICH 
AMCONSUL STUTTGART 
SECSTATE WASHDC 2310 

UNCLAS BREMEN 287 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, GW 

SUBJECT: BREMEN NEWSPAPER STRIKE ENDS 

REF: BREMEN 260 

1 . ON JUNE 24, THE TWO AND ONLY BREMEN NEWSPAPERS, 

"WESER KURIER" AND "BREMER NACHRICHTEN", OWNED BY 
HERMANN RUDOLF MEYER, REAPPEARED AFTER A THREE- WEEK 
SHUTDOWN. ACCORDING TO FIRST ESTIMATES, THE BASIS 

OF THE DISPUTE INVOLVING "VOLUNTARY" PAYMENTS OF 
ABOUT DM 60,000 LED TO A REVENUE LOSS OF OVER 
DM 4 MILLION. 

2. THE WORKS COUNCIL AND MANAGEMENT AGREED TO A 
COMPROMISE, WHICH WAS ACCEPTED BY THE STRIKERS BY 
A VOTE OF 175 TO 135. THE COMPROMISE AGREEMENT DOES 

NOT AUTOMATICALLY EXCLUDE THE MANAGEMENT'S "VOLUNTARY" 

WAGE AND SALARY PAYMENTS FROM THE COMPUTATION OF THE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BREMEN 00287 241639Z 

6.6 PERCENT INCREASE NEGOTIATED IN THE LAST BARGAIN- 
ING ROUND. THUS THE PRINCIPAL OBJECTIVE OF THE STOPPAGE 
WAS NOT ATTAINED. MEYER AGREED, HOWEVER, TO REVIEW 
JOINTLY WITH THE WORKS COUNCIL HIS EARLIER DECISIONS ON 
THE "VOLUNTARY" PAYMENTS AND TO DO SO ALSO IN THE FUTURE. 

HE FURTHERMORE AGREED TO PAY WAGES FOR THE FIRST STRIKE 
DAY AND RENOUNCED ANY "PUNISHMENT" OF THE STRIKERS. 
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3. BUERGERMEISTER KOSCHNICK AND THE BREMEN BUERGERSCHAFT, 
WHO TRIED IN VAIN TO MEDIATE BETWEEN THE PARTIES, WELCOMED 
THE END OF THE STOPPAGE. KOSCHNICK DECLARED THAT ' THOUGHT 
HAS TO BE GIVEN TO HOW SIMILAR CONFLICTS CAN BE AVOIDED IN 
THE FUTURE, WITHOUT NEGLECTING IUSTIFIED CLAIMS FROM EITHER 
SIDE". 

4. COMMENT: THE LONGEST METROPOLITAN AREA NEWSPAPER 
STRIKE IN THE HISTORY OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC DID NOT BRING 
THE STRIKERS FULL SATISFACTION SINCE THEIR MAIN DEMAND, 

THE EXCLUSION OF THE EMPLOYERS "VOLUNTARY" PAYMENTS FROM 
NEGOTIATED AWARDS WAS NOT ATTAINED. NEVERTHELESS THEY WON 
THE CONCESSION THAT ALL DECISIONS CONCERNING SUCH 
"VOLUNTARY" PAYMENTS IN THE FUTURE WILL NOT BE MADE 
UNILATERALLY BY MANAGEMENT BUT WILL BE DISCUSSED BETWEEN 
MANAGEMENT AND THE WORKS COUNCIL. ACCORDING TO LOCAL 
OPINION, THE LAW WAS ON MEYER'S SIDE, BUT HE HAS BEEN 
REPROACHED WIDELY FOR HAVING RECKLESSLY ABUSED HIS 
MONOPOLY POSITION IN THE BREMEN NEWSPAPER MARKET. SCHIFFMAN 
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